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Joint Strategic Partnership Board with the APCC 

Purpose of report  
 
For information and discussion. 
 
Summary 
 
This report provides an update for members on the establishment of the joint Strategic 
Partnership Board between the Association of Police and Crime Commissioners and the 
LGA. With the first meeting of the Partnership Board scheduled for Wednesday 4th 
September officers will provide an oral report on the outcome of the meeting to the Safer and 
Stronger Communities Board.  
 

 

 
Recommendation 
 
Members are invited to note the report.  

 
Action 
 
Officers to action as appropriate.  
 

 
 
 
 

Contact officer:   Mark Norris 

Position: Senior Adviser, LGA 

Phone no: 020 7664 3241 

E-mail: mark.norris@local.gov.uk 
 

mailto:mark.norris@local.gov.uk
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Joint Strategic Partnership Board with the APCC 

 
Background  
 
1. Members will recall that the LGA and Association of Police and Crime Commissioners 

(APCC) agreed in September 2012 to establish a joint Strategic Partnership Board. 
The purpose of the Board is to provide central support and assistance to PCCs and 
councils in England in building effective local partnerships with each other, as well as 
raising any issues of mutual interest and promoting their work with national government 
and other stakeholders.  

 
2. As was reported to the Safer and Stronger Communities Board in January the original 

intention had been to hold an away day for members of the Strategic Partnership Board 
in February to scope out the programme going forward, with the first formal meeting in 
April. However due to the discussions about the terms on which PCCs would join the 
APCC, they were not in a position to agree their members of the Strategic Partnership 
Board until late March. Due to the busy diaries of the members of the Strategic 
Partnership Board, 4 September has been the earliest date that could be found which 
suited a majority of the Partnership Board members.  

 
Membership of the Strategic Partnership Board  
 
3. The LGA’s membership of the Strategic Partnership Board was agreed by the LGA’s 

Leadership Board as: Councillor Mehboob Khan (Labour); Councillor Marianne Overton 
(Independent); Councillor Robert Light (Conservative); and Mayor Dorothy Thornhill 
MBE (Liberal Democrat).  
 

4. APCC membership of the Board is: Vera Baird QC (Labour), Ron Ball (Independent) 
and Tim Passmore (Conservative).  
 

Topics for discussion at the first meeting 
 

5. With further cases of child sexual exploitation being reported in the media, the invitation 
to the LGA to sit on the Home Office’s National Sexual Violence Against Children and 
Vulnerable People Group (which the APCC already is involved in), along with the 
launch at the LGA’s national conference of the on-line resource to raise awareness of 
the issue, it was felt that it would be timely to consider how PCCs, the police and 
councils can work more effectively together to address this issue. It would also be 
useful to identify whether there is any good practice that the LGA and APCCs could 
circulate to their members to show what can be achieved.  
 

6. Health services have an important role to play in reducing crime, ranging from the use 
of data from accident and emergency units in hospitals to identify levels of violence and 
where it is occurring, through to the provision of substance misuse treatment for those 
addicted to drugs or alcohol. The changes in April in councils’ public health 
responsibilities have meant that councils, community safety partnerships, clinical 
commissioning groups and PCCs are all trying to understand each other’s structures, 
governance and priorities and work out how they can work together more effectively. 



 

Safer and Stronger 
Communities Board 
09 September 2013 

Item 4 

 

     

The Partnership Board will also therefore be looking at how PCCs, councils and the 
health service can work together and commission services more effectively by looking 
at examples of how some areas have brought all the partners together.  
 

Ways of working 
 

7. Although terms of reference were drawn up for the operation of the Partnership Board 
indications from the APCC suggest that while their members are keen on building a 
relationship with the LGA they want to be able to explore as part of the initial sets of 
meetings how the Partnership Board will work. An area for discussion will therefore be 
how the Partnership Board operates going forward.  
 

Conclusion and next steps  
 

8. One of the items for the first meeting of the Partnership Board to consider will be a 
forward programme of meetings and the issues that might be considered at them. Both 
associations have been invited to give evidence to the Justice Select Committee 
enquiry into crime reduction policies, and are likely to be invited to do the same by the 
Home Affairs Select Committee in November for their inquiry into Police and Crime 
Commissioners. The Partnership Board may therefore wish to discuss at a future 
meeting whether there is any merit in any responses being coordinated. Other issues 
where councils and PCCs might have shared interests include tackling alcohol related 
disorder, tackling violence against women and girls, and the new tools and powers for 
tackling ant-social behaviour.   
 

Financial Implications 
 

9. While both the LGA and APCC had committed to providing the Partnership Board with 
a dedicated budget, changes in the financial circumstances of both organisations since 
then mean it is intended that any work for the Partnership Board is undertaken from 
existing resources in the two associations. Should a specific project or programme 
require funding to ensure it is delivered then the proposal will be brought back to the 
LGA for discussion and agreement.   

 
 
 
 


